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Field of invention 

This invention concerns angle head grinding in which surfaces 
perpendicular and parallel to an axis of rotation are ground 
simultaneously by a single grinding wheel. 

Background to the invention 

EP0505836 describes an angular grinding wheel for 
simultaneously grinding a cylindrical surface and a radial end 
surface; or shoulder, of a workpiece. Much of the disclosure 
in EP 0505836 is concerned with the gauging and dressing of the 
two perpendicular grinding surfaces Ga. and Gb around the 
periphery of the wheel so as to ensure that as the surface Ga 
removes material from a cylindrical region of the workpiece and 
the latter moves in a direction parallel to the Z-axis, just 
the right amount of material is ground away from the end- face 
of the adjoining shoulder as the proximate cylindrical region 
is ground by the perpendicular face Ga, so as to leave a 
correctly sized and ground shoulder. In order to achieve this, 
reference surfaces RSa and RSb are provided on the grinding 
wheel and complex gauging and dressing steps are required to 
ensure that the surface Gb is of sufficient extent (measured 
parallel to the X-axis) as to extend radially beyond the 
shoulder so as to ensure that no undercutting of the shoulder 
can occur . 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
alternative grinding method and apparatus for angle head 
grinding which obviates the need for much of the complex 
gauging and wheel dressing such as is required using a process 
and apparatus such as described in EP0505836, 
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apparatus which allows angle head grinding to be performed 
without the need for special wheels and which can be performed 
without the need for movement of the workpiece parallel to the 
Z-axis. 

Summary of the invention 

According to one aspect of the present invention, a 
conventional grinding wheel is mounted on a grinding machine 
wheel he ad for movement parallel to the X and Z-axes of the 
machine (where the Z-axis is the axis of rotation of the 
workpiece and the X-axis is perpendicular thereto) , and wherein 
the wheel is mounted for rotation about an axis which remains 
parallel to the workpiece axis of rotation, X and Z-axis drive 
means are provided for moving the wheelhead relative to the 
workpiece parallel to the X and Z axes respectively, and 
control signals for determining the advance along the X and Z- 
axes are derived from a programmed computer which causes the 
wheelhead to advance towards and into engagement with the 
workpiece along a line of action which subtends an angle of 
less than 90° to the Z-axis, the angle of approach being such 
as to simultaneously plunge grind an annular shoulder at an end 
of the cylindrical surface and to grind the cylindrical surface 
adjoining the shoulder during a single advance of the wheel 
towards the workpiece . 

Typically the line of act.ion achieved by the two X and Z 
movements of the wheelhead is 45*^ to the Z-axis. However 
different angles of approach may be employed. For example 
where the amount of material to be removed from the cylindrical 
surface is greater than that to be removed from the adjoining 
shoulder, the angle may be less than 45^. Where the reverse 
is the case, the angle may for example be greater than 45°. 

This aspect of the invention also lies in a method of 
simultaneously cylindrical and face grinding a workpiece using 
a conventional grinding wheel wherein a wheelhead on which the 
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grinding wheel is mounted is moved simultaneously parallel to 
and perpendicular to the axis of rotation of the workpiece so 
as to define a line of action along which the wheelhead moves 
towards and into engagement with the workpiece to perform a 
single plunge grind along that line of action, the amount of 
material removed from the cylindrical and radial faces of the 
workpiece by engagement with the grinding wheel being just 
sufficient to form the shoulder and adjoining cylindrical 
surface in the single plunge grinding operation. 

It is an advantage of the method and apparatus proposed by this 
aspect of the invention that a conventional grinding wheel 
mounted for rotation about an axis which remains parallel to 
the workpiece axis of rotation, can be used for this purpose 
so that where the cylindrical surface which is to be ground 
extends over an axially greater distance than that 
corresponding to the width of the wheel, as will normally be 
the case, the cylindrical surface can be ground in a 
conventional manner such as by means of a series of adjacent 
plunge grinds leaving an annulus of unground material which 
extends axially over a distance which is less than the width 
of the wheel from an adjoining radial shoulder which is to be 
ground to size, where-after the wheelhead is advanced along a 
line of action selected in accordance with the invention so as 
to remove the unground annulus and grind the adjoining radial 
face to size in a single plunge grind along the said selected 
line of action. 



This first aspect of the invention also lies in a computer 
controlled grinding machine when programmed to advance a 
wheelhead carrying a conventional grinding wheel mounted for 
rotation about an axis which remains parallel to the workpiece 
axis of rotation, along a selected line of action into 
engagement with a workpiece where the line of action extends 
at an angle of less than 90<=* to the axis of rotation of the 
workpiece, so that unground material forming part of 
cylindrical surface of the workpiece and an adjoining radial 
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end face of the workpiece can be ground in a single plunge 
grind, in which the wheelhead moves along the said line of 
action into engagement with the workpiece and away therefrom 
after grinding. 

According to a second aspect of the invention, in a grinding 
machine in which a conventional grinding wheel is carried on 
a wheelhead which is itself adapted for movement along a first 
X-axis, a workpiece is rotated about a second perpendicular 
axis, the Z-axis, and is mounted on a carriage which is movable 
parallel to the Z-axis, and wherein the wheel rotates about an 
axis which remains parallel to the workpiece axis of rotation, 
and an X-axis drive is provided for advancing and retracting 
the wheelhead parallel to the X-axis and a Z-axis drive is 
provided for moving the carriage parallel to the Z-axis, and 
signals are derived for controlling the X and Z axis drives 
from a computer which is programmed to generate appropriate X 
and Z axis drive control signals to produce simultaneous 
movement of the wheelhead and workpiece such that the movement 
of the wheelhead relative to the workpiece is along a line of 
action which subtends an angle with the Z-axis which is less 
than 90°, whereby the external cylindrical surface of the 
grinding wheel serves to remove material from the cylindrical 
surface of the workpiece and an adjoining circular face of the 
wheel engages the said radial shoulder of the workpiece to 
grind the latter to size as the wheelhead is advanced along the 
sa id- line of action. 

This second aspect of the invention also lies in a method of 
simultaneously grinding cylindrical and radial faces of a 
workpiece using a conventional grinding wheel in which the 
latter is advanced along a line which is perpendicular to the 
axis of rotation of the workpiece but which rotates about an 
axis which remains parallel to the workpiece axis of rotation 
throughout, and the workpiece is moved axially in a direction 
parallel to the axis about which the wheel is rotating, so that 
the movement of the grinding wheel relative to the workpiece 
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is along a line of action which subtends an angle of less than 
90° to the axis of rotation of the workpiece, so that the 
external cylindrical surface of the grinding wheel will remove 
material from the cylindrical surface of the workpiece to be 
ground, and an adjoining circular face of the wheel will engage 
and remove material from the radial face of the workpiece, and 
the angle made by the line of action relative to the axis of 
rotation is selected so that just the desired amount of 
material is removed from the said radial face, as the external 
cylindrical surface of the wheel removes material from the 
cylindrical face of the workpiece to bring it to size. 

This second aspect of the invention also lies in a computer 
controlled grinding machine in which a workpiece is movable by 
means of a carriage along an axis parallel to the axis of 
rotation of the workpiece and perpendicular to the direction 
of advance and retraction of a wheelhead carrying a grinding 
wheel in which the wheel is mounted for rotation about an axis 
which throughout remains parallel to the workpiece axis of 
rotation, when programmed to move the wheelhead and the 
workpiece carriage along the two orthogonal directions so as 
to produce a net movement of the wheelhead relative to the 
workpiece along a line of action which subtends an angle of 
less than 90°, relative to the axis of rotation of the 
workpiece , 

^^2^ plunge grinding ..can be performed quickly it is not 

essential to ensure that cooling fluid flows reliably over the 
grinding wheel and the workpiece surfaces. However where it 
is desirable to introduce coolant so as to restrict the rise 
in temperature of the wheel or the workpiece or both, a third 
aspect of the invention provides a modified grinding wheel for 
use in either of the methods and apparatus described in 
relation to the first and second aspects of the invention, 
wherein the external edge face of the grinding wheel is formed 
so as to provide two grinding faces of which one parallel to 
the axis about which the wheel rotates, but which comprise 
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first and second f rusto-conical surfaces, the first frusto- 
conical grinding face being perpendicular to-the second frusto- 
conical grinding face, and the grinding wheel is mounted for 
rotation about an axis which makes the same angle with the axis 
of rotation of the workpiece as the first f rusto-conical 
surface makes with the axis of rotation of the grinding wheel, 
so that the said first f rusto-conical surface will 
cylindrically grind the cylindrical workpiece surface, and the 
wheel is mounted on a wheelhead which itself is movable at 
least perpendicularly to the axis of rotation of the workpiece 
and can either be moved parallel to the axis of rotation of the 
workpiece, with separate drives to produce the said two 
perpendicular movements, to advance the grinding wheel to 
towards the workpiece along a line of action which is 
perpendicular to the axis of rotation of the wheel, or the 
workpiece is mounted on a carriage which itself is slidable 
parallel to the axis of rotation of the workpiece, and drive 
means is provided for moving the said carriage, and the 
wheelhead and carriage drive means are operated so as to 
achieve the same relative movement between the wheel and the 
v/orkpiece, along the said line of action, so that however it 
is moved, the wheel moves into engagement with the workpiece 
along the said line of action, and coolant is dispensed into 
the workpiece engaging region at least between the said second 
frusto-conical grinding surface and the radial shoulder of the 
workpiece being ground. 

According to this third aspect of the invention, in a method 
of simultaneously grinding cylindrical and radial surfaces of 
a workpiece, a grinding wheel having two perpendicular frusto- 
conical grinding faces around its periphery is mounted for 
rotation about an axis which is co-axial with the coincident 
axes of the two cones of which the frusto-conical grinding 
surfaces form a part, the grinding wheel is mounted on a 
wheelhead so that one of the said orthogonal frusto-conical 
grinding surfaces will cylindrically grind a cylindrical 
surface of the workpiece, and relative movement is effected 
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between the wheelhead and the workpiece so that the wheel 
engages the workpiece with the said one of the f rusto-conical 
surfaces engaging to the cylindrical workpiece surface, and the 
other f rusto-conical surface simultaneously engaging the radial 
surface which is to be ground, and a single plunge grind is 
performed along the line of action defined by the said relative 
movement such that just the required amount of material is 
removed from the two orthogonal surfaces of the workpiece as 
to leave both ground to size after the single plunge grind, and 
coolant fluid is directed into the region of engagement between 
at least one pair of grinding and workpiece surfaces . 

The third aspect of the invention also lies in a computer 
controlled grinding machine having a grinding wheel mounted on 
a wheelhead thereon for rotation about an axis which is coaxial 
with the coincident axes of two orthogonal f rusto-conical 
surfaces formed around the periphery of the grinding wheel, 
wherein the machine is programmed to produce relative movement 
between the wheelhead and the workpiece along a line of action 
which is perpendicular to the axis of rotation of the wheel so 
that a single plunge grind will remove material from a radial 
and a cylindrical surface of the workpiece simultaneously. 

Whereas it is generally unnecessary to dress a conventional 
grinding wheel other than to maintain a true surface around the 
periphery of the wheel for grinding, the modified grinding 
wheel proposed by the third. aspect of the invention may involve 
the need to dress at least one if not both of the frusto- 
conical grinding surfaces, particularly that which engages a 
workpiece face. 

The invention will now be described by way of example, with 
reference to the accompanying drawings in which the three 
Figures illustrates the three different aspects of the 
invention . 
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Detailed description of drawings 

In Figure 1 the bed of a grinding machine 10 has mounted 
thereon a slideway 12, 13 on which a 2-axis platform 14 is 
mounted for movement parallel to the Z-axis, ie the axis of 
rotation of a workpiece generally designated 16 carried between 
centres 18 and 20. A Z-axis drive 22 moves the platform 14 on 
the slideway 12, 13 to position the platform axially relative 
to the Z-axis and therefore the workpiece 16. 

Carried on a second slideway 24, 25 is a wheelhead 26 on which 
is mounted a motor 28 carrying a large diameter conventional 
grinding wheel 30. An X-axis drive 32 serves to move the 
wheelhead 26 perpendicular to the Z-axis along the slideway 24, 
25 to advance and retract the wheel 30. 

The workpiece 16 includes two cylindrical regions 34 and 3 6 
with a radial shoulder 38 between the larger diameter region 
34 and the smaller diameter region 36. The centre 18 extends 
from a fixed tailstock 4 0 and the centre 2 0 from a heads tock 
42 which includes a rotational drive motor 44 and driving 
device 4 6 for engaging a pin 4 8 which protrudes from the larger 
diameter end 34 of the workpiece 16. The engagement between 
46 and 48 causes the workpiece to be rotated relative to the 
centres 18 and 20 around the Z-axis. 

A computer 50 provides control signals for the X and Z drives 
and receives signals from one or more gauges such as 52 and 
optionally 53 to control the motion of the platform 14 and 
wheelhead 26 carried thereon so that the wheelhead and 
therefore the grinding wheel 3 0 moves relative to the machine 
10 along the dotted line 54. 

The computer 50 is programmable so as to alter the angle that 
line 54 makes to the Z-axis and is also programmable so as to 
perform conventional plunge grinding to cylindrically grind one 
or both of the cylindrical regions 34 and 36 of the workpiece 
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as required. 

Figure lA shows in larger scale the movement of the grinding 
wheel 3 0 towards the junction between the smaller diameter 
region 36 and the larger diameter region 34 of the workpiece 
16 shown in Figure 1. The direction of movement between the 
grinding wheel 3 0 and the workpiece is shown by the dotted line 
54 in Figure lA. 

Figure 2 is similar to that of Figure 1 except that the 
wheelhead is mounted for movement parallel to the X direction 
only on two slideways 56 and 57 carried by the machine 10. 
Movement parallel to the Z-axis is achieved by mounting the 
tailstock and headstock on a carriage 58 having its own Z drive 
60 . 

Relative movement between the wheel 3 0 and the workpiece 
generally designated 16 achieved so as to describe a similar 
movement to that of Figure 1 along a line such as 62 (shown in 
Figure 2), by supplying appropriate signals from a computer 50 
to the X and Z drives 32 and 60 so that as the wheelhead 2 6 is 
moved towards the workpiece, so the carriage 58 is moved along 
the Z-axis. 

To this end the carriage is slidable on a second slideway 64, 
65 also mounted on the machine 10. 



Figure 3 is similar to Figure 1 in that a grinding wheel is 
carried by a wheelhead 2 6 having an X-axis drive 32 for 
movement perpendicular to the Z-axis on a slideway (not shown) 
carried by a platform 14' , itself slidable on rails 12' and 13' 
carried by the machine 10. A Z-axis drive 22 moves the 
platform 14' along the rails 12', 13' parallel to the Z-axis. 

A computer 50 provides appropriate control signals for the X 
and Z drives 32 and 22 so that the wheelhead 26 describes a 
path parallel to the dotted line 70 so as to bring the wheel 
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into engagement with the workpiece. 

As best seen in Figure 3A, the grinding wheel edge is formed 
to provide major and minor f rusto-conical grinding surfaces 72 
and 74 respectively. The two surfaces are orthogonal so that 
when viewed edge, the two surfaces define two perpendicular 
edges 76 and 78 which are parallel respectively to the smaller 
diameter cylindrical surface 36 and the radial surface 38 
between it and the larger diameter workpiece region 34 . By 
moving the* grinding wheel in the direction of the arrow 80 
towards the vertex between the radial surface 3 8 and the 
cylindrical surface 36, so material can be removed from the 
workpiece in a single plunge grind. Material still to be 
removed by the plunge grind is shown in the cross-hatched area 
82 between the two f rusto-conical surfaces 72 and 74, and the 
workpiece . 

It is to be understood that the modified grinding wheel shown 
in Figures 3 and 3A can also be used to remove material from 
the cylindrical surface 3 6 and/or the surface 34 away from the 
shoulder 3 8 by plunge grinding so as to bring the f rusto- 
conical surface 72 into grinding contact with the cylindrical 
surfaces of the workpiece as appropriate. 

Referring back to Figure lA, it will be seen that if the 
grinding wheel 30 is moved closer in towards the shoulder 38 
and .cylindrical surface^ 35 along the line 54 as previously 
described, a point will be reached where the circular face 31 
of the grinding wheel 3 0 will come into contact with a 
material which is to be removed from the shoulder 3 8 and the 
cylindrical surface 33 of the wheel 30 will simultaneously come 
into contact with the material which is to be removed from the 
cylindrical surface 3 6 so that continued movement along the 
line 54 will simultaneously remove material from the shoulder 
3 8 and the region 36 of the workpiece until the vertex is 
reached and the material forming the surface 3 6 has been ground 
to size and the shoulder 3 8 ground back to the desired axial 
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position along the length of the workpiece by engagement with 
the face 31. 

In each of the cases described the grinding wheel is typically 
comprised of a central circular core and an abrasive annular 
layer containing CBN grit although it is to be understood that 
any other appropriate grinding material may be employed. It 
is of course necessary for the annular region of the grinding 
grit to extend radially inwardly by more than the radial depth 
of the shoulder which is to be ground such as 3 8 and in the 
case of the angular wheel such as shown in Figures 3 and 3A, 
needs to have a sufficient depth to enable the two frusto- 
conical surfaces to be formed. 

Since wear will occur and there will be a need to redress some 
of the surfaces of the wheel as it is used, the annulus is of 
sufficient radial extent to accommodate the anticipated wear 
and redressing requirements so as to give the wheel a useful 
life before it has to be demounted and replaced. 



